
Table B-27.  Full-time students in graduate school for the first time in science, engineering,

and health fields in all institutions, by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 95,825 92,782 92,206 89,518 89,028 89,193 90,878 92,011

..............Total, science and engineering fields 83,133 79,307 78,050 74,378 73,462 73,576 74,362 75,247

...............................................Sciences, total 60,891 58,970 58,283 56,305 55,464 54,764 55,139 54,814

...............................Physical sciences, total 6,910 6,690 6,454 6,127 6,014 6,029 5,932 5,978
.................................................Astronomy 161 153 164 147 157 125 162 171

..................................................Chemistry 3,910 3,842 3,813 3,708 3,702 3,758 3,682 3,654
......................................................Physics 2,773 2,642 2,381 2,188 2,088 2,074 2,046 2,066

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 66 53 96 84 67 72 42 87

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 3,016 2,985 3,009 2,803 2,632 2,689 2,859 2,739
...............................Atmospheric sciences 235 214 224 198 213 224 189 203

.............................................Geosciences 1,506 1,506 1,522 1,427 1,328 1,349 1,349 1,296
...........................................Oceanography 501 487 518 418 370 408 470 467

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 774 778 745 760 721 708 851 773

................................Mathematical sciences 4,443 4,044 3,963 3,578 3,450 3,302 3,334 3,265

.....................................Computer sciences 5,479 4,742 4,756 4,783 4,917 5,018 5,758 6,677

...................................Agricultural sciences 2,221 2,303 2,304 2,242 2,130 2,107 2,256 2,200

.............................Biological sciences, total 10,893 11,117 11,379 11,423 10,839 11,115 11,405 11,028
....................................................Anatomy 220 188 214 235 242 199 196 175

..............................................Biochemistry 1,027 1,089 1,034 985 950 1,000 1,028 900
......................................................Biology 2,789 2,752 2,733 2,688 2,574 2,671 2,494 2,523

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 603 667 657 738 671 661 813 801
.................................................Biophysics 145 143 149 153 155 133 158 118

.......................................................Botany 548 517 483 443 443 415 449 404
................................................Cell biology 666 708 769 734 761 815 881 839

.....................................................Ecology 212 250 285 308 245 244 256 248
...........................Entomology/parasitology 216 239 206 184 202 194 233 179

....................................................Genetics 296 342 345 344 387 436 395 425
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 873 845 906 910 848 871 872 914

.....................................................Nutrition 764 836 795 854 825 789 937 822
..................................................Pathology 268 324 334 296 291 350 279 320

...........................................Pharmacology 553 516 533 500 422 458 513 487
.................................................Physiology 589 616 649 811 725 633 654 612

.....................................................Zoology 393 379 348 356 327 326 280 282
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 731 706 939 884 771 920 967 979

..................................................Psychology 10,172 9,686 9,530 9,241 9,140 8,800 8,590 8,319

...................................Social sciences, total 17,757 17,403 16,888 16,108 16,342 15,704 15,005 14,608
..............................Agricultural economics 683 570 533 492 436 467 417 480

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,289 1,309 1,331 1,247 1,252 1,196 1,219 1,193
................Economics (except agricultural) 3,007 2,837 2,793 2,605 2,466 2,368 2,352 2,355

................................................Geography 886 999 959 836 870 914 805 830
.................................................Linguistics 650 611 612 594 620 579 493 422

.........................................Political science 6,714 6,567 6,131 5,916 5,842 5,264 4,953 4,731
...................................................Sociology 1,774 1,732 1,548 1,503 1,505 1,525 1,428 1,307

.............................Sociology/anthropology 202 200 229 147 210 171 177 144
.................................Social sciences, n.e.c 2,552 2,578 2,752 2,768 3,141 3,220 3,161 3,146

..........................................Engineering, total 22,242 20,337 19,767 18,073 17,998 18,812 19,223 20,433
...............................Aerospace engineering 1,053 963 793 650 687 735 717 727
..............................Agricultural engineering 193 161 193 177 183 165 155 202
...............................Biomedical engineering 599 601 566 592 572 671 695 734

.................................Chemical engineering 1,480 1,520 1,461 1,418 1,470 1,462 1,496 1,480
..........................................Civil engineering 4,331 4,019 4,194 3,825 3,845 3,761 3,754 3,683

..................................Electrical engineering 6,110 5,484 5,450 4,974 4,850 5,505 5,685 6,300
....................................Engineering science 347 316 313 275 273 274 308 255

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 1,926 1,647 1,721 1,523 1,591 1,532 1,528 1,796
..............................Mechanical engineering 3,820 3,514 3,218 2,832 2,785 2,829 2,923 3,108

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 997 871 842 805 777 850 886 878
....................................Nuclear engineering 283 258 208 187 182 178 153 150

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 1,103 983 808 815 783 850 923 1,120

...........................................Total, health fields 12,692 13,475 14,156 15,140 15,566 15,617 16,516 16,764
.................................................Clinical fields 836 795 780 811 885 992 860 804

.............................................Dental sciences 410 419 405 373 386 377 393 327
..........................................................Nursing 2,391 2,420 2,615 2,685 2,653 2,867 2,808 2,967

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 474 478 482 457 519 486 548 597
........Preventive medicine/community health 2,146 2,299 2,204 2,585 2,296 2,158 2,621 2,728

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 3,187 3,328 3,519 3,615 3,911 3,830 4,060 3,987
.......................................Veterinary sciences 155 138 158 157 119 128 189 159

.........................................Other health fields 3,093 3,598 3,993 4,457 4,797 4,779 5,037 5,195

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


